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WEEKLY FUNDING BULLETIN

          6th August 2010

In this week’s edition of the bulletin we would remind all Walsall Voluntary and Community organisations to examine the DCMS consultation document on the proposed changes to the National Lottery and also the pending closing dates for various Comic Relief grant programmes. We have a wide knowledge and experience of funding opportunities for Walsall organisations so please contact us with your requirements. Our contact details are at the end of the bulletin.
National Lottery

Changes to The National Lottery- A Reminder- All Walsall Voluntary and Community Organisations are advised to refer to the Consultation Document.

Consideration is being given by the Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport to legislation that could see arts, heritage and sport each receiving an extra £50 million a year. Under the proposals the share of the money going to each of the arts heritage and sport good causes will increase to 20 per cent with the BIG Lottery Fund receiving the remaining 40per cent. Another proposed change will see the BIG Lottery Fund focus its support exclusively on the voluntary and community sectors. 

At the moment sports, arts and heritage receive a 16.66 percent share each of lottery funding with The BIG Lottery Fund receiving the remaining 50 percent. The Secretary of State proposes to move to a share of 46 per cent for the BIG Lottery Fund in 2011-12.This reflects the proportion of the BIG Lottery Fund’s share that went to the voluntary and communities sector in the most recent year. The BIG Lottery Fund’s share would then move to 40 per cent in 2012-13,when diversion of funds to the Olympics ends. Shares for arts, sports and heritage would rise to 18 per cent in 2011-12 and then 20 per cent in 2012-13.

The Consultation process closes on 21st August 2010.

It is suggested that Walsall voluntary and community organisations firstly visit the DCMS website www.culture.gov.uk/news/media_releases/7064.aspx  to read the full details and then submit comments on behalf of their respective organisations.
Walsall Partnership/Walsall Council will be forwarding comments on the consultation.
Young People
Primary Teachers Project 
Primary Teachers that would like to develop their language skills as well as benefit from spending a week in a primary school abroad can apply for funding of up to €2,500 to cover travel and subsistence as well as a contribution of £525 towards supply cover for the week of term time involved.  This  project involves spending two consecutive weeks in France, Germany or Spain. The first week of the project is devoted to intensive language and methodology training, while the second is spent work shadowing in a primary school.  The application deadline for all projects is the 15th September 2010. 

For more information on how to apply and the dates on which the project will take place please click on the link below.

http://www.primarylanguages.org.uk/professional_development/cilt_events/primary_teachers_project.aspx
British Ecological Society - Education Grants 

The British Ecological Society is offering grants to enable teachers to make the teaching of ecology more innovative, interesting and exciting in primary, secondary and tertiary schools. The aim of this grant is to promote good practice in teaching ecology and to support ecology teaching that is innovative, inspiring and intellectually stimulating. Grants are available to enable teachers to develop and resource innovative teaching and learning activities and/or to undertake research to evaluate methods of teaching ecology. This can be achieved in many different ways and can include projects based in or outside of the classroom. Grants of up to £1,500 are available and there are two application deadlines per year.  The next closing date for applications is the 15th September 2010.

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/grants/education/iee.php
Inter Faith Youth Trust 
The Inter Faith Youth Trust (Alma Royalton-Kisch Trust), the only UK charitable trust solely to fund inter faith projects for young people’ has announced that it will be launching a small grants programme for organisations running events in and around Inter Faith Week 2010 - 21-27 November 2010. The Grant application form will be available on this site at the end of July 2010.  The Trust has also announced that its General Grant Programme has been suspended for the time being.

http://ifyouthtrust.co.uk/
Funding To Develop International Educational Links

The British Council has announced that the next deadline for application through its Area Linking Visits Grant Scheme for Local Authorities and / or clusters of schools is the 20th September 2010.  This funding exists to help the development of strategic area links between a local authority, an education action zone, a cluster of schools or any other group of schools working with an equivalent grouping overseas.  Grants of up to £10,000 are available under this programme to contribute to the costs of a visit to a partner area to discuss future joint curriculum work between specific institutions.  An area can apply for up to a maximum of 10 places. Visits to short-haul destinations must include at least 3 days spent in the partner school and visits to long-haul destinations must include at least 5 days spent in the partner school.

http://www.britishcouncil.org/schoolpartnerships-study-visit-funding.htmy
 Stronger and Safer Communities

Funding for IT Projects Supporting Disadvantaged Groups 

Funding is available to organisations  with innovative IT related project ideas that can make a positive difference to disadvantaged and vulnerable groups - in the UK, developing countries and around the world.  

The funding is available through the Nominet Trust.  The aim of the Trust is to fund innovative Internet projects that make a positive difference to the lives of disadvantaged and vulnerable people, primarily in terms of education, safety and inclusion. The Trust is particularly interested in funding projects that can be scaled up and replicated.  The Trust was initially awarded £5 million from Nominet, the Internet registry for .uk domains. 

There is no minimum grant application and applications for over £100,000 require an interview.  Organisations wishing to apply need initially to complete and online eligibility questionnaire. Those organisations deemed successful will be provided with a link to a more detailed application form.   Grant application will be considered by the board of trustees. They meet three times a year. Applicants will hear from the Trust in the month following each meeting.

http://www.nominettrust.org.uk/
Peoples Post Code Trust

The People's Postcode Trust, a trust set up by the “People’s Postcode Lottery” in April 2009, has announced that it will re-open for applications on the 11th October 2010. Funding of between £500 and £10,000 (£2,000 if not a registered charity) will be available to small organisations and community groups operating in the areas of Poverty Prevention; Advancement of Health; Community Development; Public Sports; Human Rights; and Environmental Protection. Projects supported can last for up to 3 momths

 www.postcodetrust.org.uk/
 The Colwinston Charitable Trust
The Colwinston charitable Trust was established in 1995 and distributes grants to UK registered charitable organisations working predominantly in the areas of Opera, Classical Music and the Visual Arts. They offer grants of between £5,000 and £25,000 to enable organisations achieve higher standards of performance and/or presentation. The trust will give priority to high quality projects, and projects that help people to better appreciate the possibilities the arts can offer. There next application deadline is 5 pm on 30th September 2 010 

http://www.colwinston.org.uk/index.htm
The Co-operative Group – Community Fund (UK)

The Community Fund is the Co-operative Group's main grant making programme.  Charitable organisations and community groups can apply for grants of between £100 and £2,000 (£500 if the applicant is a newly formed group) to help them find co-operative solutions to community challenges. The Co-operative Group is particularly interested in supporting locally led and run groups that can demonstrate co-operative values and principles, such as self-help, equality, democracy and concern for the community.  Last year the total funding available was over £1 million.  

Applications can be submitted at any time.

http://www.co-operative.coop/membership/local-communities/community-fund/
Comic Relief Grants Open for Applications –September Deadlines For Applications Approaching
Comic Relief has announced that its grants UK programmes are once again open for applications.  Through the Comic Relief UK grant making programme funding is available through the following programmes.

· Mental health - This programme aims to promote the rights and support the recovery of people who have mental health problems, and to help them feel more included in society. It also aims to reduce the stigma and discrimination faced by people with mental health problems.Application deadline 17th September 2010
· Domestic and sexual abuse - This programme aims to provide support for young people aged 11-25 who have witnessed or directly experienced domestic and sexual abuse.Application deadline 17th September 2010
· Refugee and asylum seeking women - This programme aims to provide support for refugee and asylum seeking women who have experienced rape, torture and other forms of violence in their home countries.Application deadline 17th September 2010
· Older people - This programme is built around supporting older people to bring positive change to their communities, enabling them to contribute their time, energy and skills to those individuals who need it most.Application Deadline 3rd September 2010
· Sport for Change - Using sport in delivering positive change within the lives of individuals and communities. Application deadline 3rd September2010.
· Young People aged 11 – 25.  This programme focuses on young people that are sexually exploited; suffer from alcohol abuse; and suffer from mental health problems. Application deadline 3rd September 2010.
On average grants of between £25,000 and £40,000 are available to not for profit organisations such as constituted voluntary and community groups, charities, social enterprises, co-operatives, faith organisations, and community interest companies.
In addition, Comic Relief operates a programme that supports disadvantaged communities. For organisations in Walsall who would like to find out more about this programme which is being devolved to the Community Foundation Network please visit The Birmingham Foundation Network website www.bhamfoundation.co.uk or ‘phone 0121-322 5560. Mike Gaffney would be please to assist any Walsall organisation with the preparation of grant applications- gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk or ‘phone 01922 652479 .
http://www.comicrelief.com/apply_for_a_grant/uk
Learning in Communities Award 

UnLtd have teamed up with the National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NIACE )  to offer one individual the chance to receive a Learning In Communities Award of up to £5,000  to establish a project to engage adults in learning.  The award is open to individuals or informal groups living in England  who have an innovative idea to get adults in the community back into learning.  This award is being promoted as part of their Sign Up Now campaign, motivating adults to sign up for learning opportunities during September's enrolment activity.  

The award opens for applications on the 1st September 2010 and closed on the 3rd December 2010. Five shortlisted applications will be posted onto the UnLtd website in January 2011 where the public will vote for one Award Winner. The Winner will be announced by February 4th 2011.

http://www.unltd.org.uk/template.php?ID=201&PageName=learningincommunitiesaward
Government Restricts Free Computer Programme

The Government has announced that due to the success if the Home Access Programme, only 15,000 grants are left to award.  The original aim of the £300 million programme was to provide 270,000 low income families a free computer and free broadband access to close the digital and educational divide between rich and poor.  Due to the success of the programme Home Access are now inviting applications for computers for children with severe disabilities or Special Educational Needs. Organisations, schools and Local Authorities can download posters and othe promotional materials to raise awareness of the scheme within their community. For more information how parents can apply for a Home Access Grant call 0333 200 1004 or visit www.homeaccess.org.uk to get more information and request an application form

Health and Vulnerable People

Changing Lives Programme 

Crisis, the national Homeless Charity has announced that its Changing Lives Programme will re-open for applications in October 2010. The Crisis Changing Lives programme provides financial awards of up to £2,500 to solitary people who are homeless or settling into a home and looking for support so that they may achieve their vocational goals. The Awards can be used for; course fees; equipment or materials for courses; tools materials and equipment to get back to work; and to set up a business. Applications cannot be made by the homeless person, but rather by the support organisation providing ongoing help. This could be a key worker, someone providing guidance concerning training or employment, a housing support officer or someone like a mental health worker.

http://www.crisis.org.uk/pages/crisis-changing-lives.html
Music Grants for Older People 
The registered charity, Concertina makes grants to charitable bodies which provide musical entertainment and related activities for the elderly. The charity is particular keen to support smaller organisations which might otherwise find it difficult to gain funding. Since its inception in 2004, it has made grants to a wide range of charitable organisations nationwide in England and Wales, these include funds to many care homes for the elderly to provide musical entertainment for their residents. 

The next application deadline is the 31st October 2010.

http://www.concertinamusic.org.uk/Grants.php
AND A FINAL REMINDER

 We are able to assist with all aspects of your requirements regarding external funding. Therefore if you are considering an application for any type of external funding could you in the first instance please complete the WP Advance Notice Form, which is included with this bulletin, with details of your ideas. It is not a condition of any external funder that you consult with any third party before submitting an application.  However, if you do complete the form it will help us to help you. 
Mike Gaffney – Capacity Building Manager  01922 652479
E-mail: gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk. 
