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WEEKLY FUNDING BULLETIN

                        11TH December 2009
Welcome to this week’s funding bulletin. In this week’s edition we again bring Walsall organisations details of funding opportunities that may be of interest . Please take a look at these opportunities. Remember that we can assist in all areas of identifying funding sources for your organisations specific needs which includes assisting with actual applications. We look forward to hearing from you. Our telephone and e-mail details are at the end of the bulletin.
National Lottery

Big Lottery Fund- Changing Spaces Programme
The Big Lottery Fund Changing Spaces Programme invests in environmental projects to improve green spaces, grow local food and help community groups to reduce the mount of energy they use. The Fund is working with five organisations that have the skills and experience to run an effective environmental programme on the Fund’s behalf. One of these organisations is BRE ( Building Research Establishment) which is running the following programme.

The Community Sustainable Energy (CSEP) programme. This programme will help community-based organisations in England reduce their environmental impact through the installation of energy saving measures and microgeneration technologies (producing heat or electricity on a small-scale from a low carbon source). The scheme will also fund development studies that help community organisations to find out if a microgeneration and energy efficiency project will work for them.
The following grants are available:

· Capital grants –projects can apply for up to £50,000 or 50 per cent of the project cost (whichever is lower). 

· Project Development Grants – maximum grant available is £5,000 or 75 per cent of the study cost – whichever is lower.

CSEP will only award grants to not-for-profit community based organisations. This includes: community groups governed by a written constitution, registered charities and trusts, parish councils, schools and colleges, companies with a charitable purpose and community focus, mutual societies, church-based and other faith organisations.

One Walsall  organisation which has been successful in obtaining a grant from this particular Big Lottery Fund programme is The Black Country Orthodox Trust  for their Church in Palfey  which received a grant of £25,000-00 towards the cost of a project to install ground-source heating for the church.
Walsall Partnership  are at present working with the Trust on indentifying  and aassisting with funding sources  for a number of projects for the Church.

If your organisation is interested to applying to this particular funding source then visit the website www.communitysustainable.org.uk  Mike Gaffney would be plesed to assist with the application process. 
Heritage Lottery Fund

Skills for The Future Programme Opens for Applications 
The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has announced that the new Skills for the Future programme is now open to applications. This is a new £5million grant programme that will deliver up to 1,000 paid training opportunities for people across the UK seeking a career in heritage. It will not only support traditional conservation training but also a wide variety of skills needed to engage people with heritage and utilise new media and technology. The programme is open to applications from organisations and partnerships – for example of community and voluntary organisations, professional bodies and learning and training providers and will provide grants of between £100,000 and £1 million for projects which provide paid training placements to meet a skills gap in the heritage sector, and fully support trainees to learn practical skills. 
The closing date for applications is the 19th March 2010.

http://www.hlf.org.uk/news/Pages/SkillsfortheFutureprogramme.aspx
Young People
Funding For Extra Curricular Activities In State Schools
The Transformation Trust, a new education trust set up by Partnerships for Schools, is inviting charities and other third sector organisations to bid for funding for the Academic Year starting September 2010. Designed to complement the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme, the Transformation Trust funds extra-curricular activities within state schools which are designed to inspire and enthuse young people in some of the most deprived parts of the country so that they go on to achieve their full potential, no matter what their background. The type of projects already supported by the Trust include; the provision of free breakfasts to primary school children; and the F1 in Schools Challenge which brings the excitement and motivation of F1 into schools by using Cad /Cam software to enable students aged 9 - 18 to design, analyse, manufacture, test and race their miniature F1 cars whilst enabling schools to cover the required curriculum in a real and meaningful way for students. Organisations wishing to bid for funding will be asked to demonstrate how their work offers young people opportunities that will help them develop new skills, new interests and increase self-esteem and self confidence. The deadline for submitting bids is Wednesday 23rdDecember2009.. 
http://www.transformationtrust.org.uk/default.htm

Vodafone's World Of Difference Programme 
Vodafone is giving people 18 years old and over anywhere in the UK the opportunity to make a World of Difference in the Community. Successful applicants could spend two months working at the charity of their choice. Vodafone will pay the charity £2,500 and the applicant will receive the balance left after the charity has paid all National Insurance and Tax contributions for their placement. Vodafone will also give successful applicants a new mobile phone, with a preloaded SIM. In order for applications to be considered, the applicant will need to; have discussed their intention to apply for World of Difference with their chosen charity and have a plan for what they would like to achieve in their two months with that charity; provide contact details for their chosen charity; be available for an induction day in London either on the 11th January 2010 (for placements beginning on the 12th January 2010) or 12th April 2010 (for placements beginning on the 13th April 2010).

http://worldofdifference.vodafone.co.uk/aboutWOD.html
 Funding to Change Young People's Lives 

Organisations that work with young people, whatever their background, to help them achieve their potential have the opportunity to apply for funding through The Learning Launchpad. The Learning Launchpad is an investment fund delivered by the Young Foundation working in partnership with Edge that provides investment to organisations in their early stages of development. The Learning Launchpad offer investment at two stages. Stage one investments of up to £30,000 are suitable for people or fledgling organisations that are starting out with a new idea. Stage two investments of up to £100,000 are typically suitable for organisations or initiatives that are already up and running and want to grow. In particular, the Learning Launchpad is looking to support ideas that have a profound social impact both on individuals and on society as a whole; are innovative; are sustainable; can be replicated and are run by passionate and competent people. The next application deadline is 5pm, Fr iday 8th January 2010.. 
http://www.learninglaunchpad.org/
          

Stronger and Safer Communities
The Will Charitable Trust 

The Will Charitable Trust is currently seeking applications from registered or tax exempt charities in the UK for projects that support services for blind people; and people with learning disabilities. Grants awarded tend to fall within the range of £5,000 to £20,000. The total amount awarded varies from year to year according to available funds. As a guide, in the year 2006/07, 45 grants were awarded totalling £539,300. Previous projects supported have included a grant of £10,000 towards the costs of launching a new mobile service which aims to reach blind people in remote area; and a grant of £11,500 to help towards the cost of setting up a work Skills Enterprise Scheme to provide training and work skills to 8 people with learning disabilities with a view to enabling them get employment. The closing date for applications is the 31st January 2010. In addition, the Trust also makes grants for projects that provide services for people suffering from cancer, and their familie s; as well as projects that conserve the countryside in Britain, including its flora and fauna. Applications for these should be submitted between June and the 31st August 2010.. 
http://www.willcharitabletrust.org.uk/grantspolicy.htm
Funding to Fight Fuel Poverty  

The ScottishPower Energy People Trust's is currently accepting applications for projects that help combat fuel poverty. Applications are accepted from not-for-profit organisations and groups such as children’s charities, local community groups, support organisations, housing associations, local authorities and others. The maximum grant available per project is £100,000 for projects lasing for up to three years. The type of projects that could be  supported include:

· Crisis funding for women and children needing emergency accommodation.

· Vulnerable young people setting up their first home.

· Benefits health checks or income maximisation to help households that aren't claiming all the benefits to which they're entitled; or are not eligible for current government grants or funding because they don't receive the appropriate benefit.

· Energy efficiency measures and advice, for example, a scheme that aims to improve the energy efficiency of homes by draught proofing, insulating and offering energy efficiency advice.

· Research, for example, a research project that aims to understand the link between fuel poverty and health. 

There are four application deadlines every year. For more information on application deadlines and how to apply please click on the link below.

http://www.energypeopletrust.co.uk/
British Telecom (BT) Community Connection Awards Round 2 
BT has announced that they are now accepting applications through their Connection Awards programme round 2. BT Community Connections is an award scheme which enables community and charitable organisations to get online and make use of information and communications technology (ICT). Organisations, working in any field of community benefit, located throughout the UK or Republic of Ireland can apply for a laptop and a year's free broadband connection. There are more than 1,000 award packages available to groups or clusters of groups who can demonstrate how an award will benefit their work and the local community. Award winners in the past have included: silver-surfers; cultural dance groups; conservation organisations; mountain rescue teams; family support groups; healthy living clubs; arts and music groups; sports teams; youth groups. 

The next deadline for applications is the 5th January 2010.

http://www.btcommunityconnections.com/
Funding to Promote Financial Inclusion 

The Friends Provident Foundation makes grants of up to £200,000 to not-for profit organisations for projects that address financial exclusion within disadvantaged communities. The funding is distributed through the Financial Inclusion Programme 2009-2012. The Foundation will consider applications for work that will make a strategic contribution to the overall outcome of financial inclusion in the UK. The Foundation will consider requests for capital or revenue funding, core funds or project costs. The Foundation is willing to consider applications from any type of legally independent organisation, but can only support work that is legally charitable. Actions previously supported through the Foundation include; making money management advice available to young people via mobile phones and interactive digital TV; a research project to look at the difficulties that people with a learning disability are having in gaining access to banking services. The next closing date for appl ications is the 12th February 2010.. 
http://www.friendsprovidentfoundation.org/page.asp?section=119§ionTitle=Application+timetable+for+the+Financial+Inclusion+programme

Communitybuilders Fund  
The Adventure Capital Fund (ACF) has announced that the Government's £70m Communitybuilders fund is now open for applications. Communitybuilders provides a mix of loans, grants and mentoring support to community organisations across England to improve their long-term financial stability and away from grant dependency. Communitybuilders has been organised into three investment packages. These are a development package consisting of bespoke business support based on: 

· an initial needs assessment and leadership grants of £2,000 for staff development and training 

· a feasibility package consisting of further business support of up to 5 days and grants of up to £20,000 to use towards project development of a growth plan. 

Grants of up to £75,000 and 30 days of support will be available for larger projects; and investment packages tailored for investees who are ready to develop, grow and expand their role within the community. Investment will consist primarily of loans between £50,000 and £2,000,000 offered at 5% for an initial three year period of a ten year loan term. 

http://www.communitybuildersfund.org.uk/
Health and Vulnerable People

Refugee Integration Awards Scheme  

Funded by the European Refugee Fund Phase III and with the support of the UK Boarder Agency, UnLtd – the Foundation for Social Entrepreneurs has re-launched RISE: Refugee Initiative for Social Entrepreneurs, under the name RISE Accelerator. Rise Accelerator aims to unleash and encourage the potential of refugees as social entrepreneurs. Under the initiative grants of between £500 and £5,000 are available to small groups of refugees and individuals to set up projects that will make their communities a happier, safer, healthier and more just place as well as support refugees to achieve their full economic and social potential. The RISE programme has already funded 75 refugees, benefi¬ting over 2000 people around England. The success of the project has allowed UnLtd to extend the RISE programme for another two years. Unltd will also provide dedicated support including; training opportunities, tools and resources to ensure you develop your own skills as well as helping you develop your project. The scheme will aim to fund and support a further 64 projects over the next two years.  Applications can be made any time.

http://unltd.org.uk/template.php?ID=55&PageName=rise:refugeeawardsscheme
AND A FINAL REMINDER

 We are able to assist with all aspects of your requirements regarding external funding. Therefore if you are considering an application for any type of external funding could you in the first instance please complete the WP Advance Notice Form, which is included with this bulletin, with details of your ideas. It is not a condition of any external funder that you consult with any third party before submitting an application.  However, if you do complete the form it will help us to help you. 
Mike Gaffney – Capacity Building Manager  01922 652479

07508341817
E-mail: gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk. 
