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WEEKLY FUNDING BULLETIN

27TH November 2009

Welcome to this week’s edition of the Funding Bulletin. In this week’s edition we would particularly like to highlight the opening of the Comic Relief Grants Programme which will be of interest to all Walsall Organisations. Please note the closing dates. If you will be considering an application and need help and guidance please contact Mike Gaffney. Contact details are at the end of this bulletin. As with any aspect of  the funding process we are here to assist Walsall groups and look forward to your call.
National Lottery

Funding  Surgery –Blakenall  Library 20th 0ctober and Heritage Lottery Fund Workshop 10th November

Many thanks to all those Walsall Organisations that attended either of the above events. We had a good representation at each event and we are now working on possible funding enquiries with some organisations and will be organising a follow up session regarding the Heritage Lottery Fund Workshop.
We will be continuing our Funding Surgeries in the Local Neighbourhood Partnership areas in 2010. Details will appear in future editions of the funding bulletin.

Young People
Connecting Classrooms 
Schools, local authorities, clusters of schools and coordinating bodies in the UK are being invited to apply to the British Council Learning Connecting Classrooms to build lasting partnerships with schools in India and Sri Lanka and Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Colombia. Through these partnerships Connecting Classrooms aims to develop trust and understanding between young people in different societies, creating a safer and more connected world for the future. Connecting Classrooms offers grants to support the development of partnerships and to cover project-related costs. All applications must meet the following three requirements: 

· Schools should not already be receiving funding 

· Schools must apply with the right number of combination of schools in the cluster, i.e. five schools, compromising the right number of primary and/or secondary schools if applying for Latin America and the Caribbean or four schools, including at least one secondary school if applying for India and Sri Lanka 

· All schools in the cluster must have at least Foundation Level of the DCSF International School Award. 

The deadline for applications is the 15th December 2009.

http://www.britishcouncil.org/learning-connecting-classrooms-how-to-get-involved.htm
Global School Partnerships - Starter Grants 
Thousands more children in the UK and overseas could get involved in the government’s Global School Partnership Programme thanks to new starter grants that has been launched by the Government. The new funding provides 1,000 £250 starter grants over the next three years for teachers to develop global education within the curriculum and establish school partnerships with developing countries. They are funded by the Department for International Development (DFID) and can be used towards lesson cover and travel costs for teachers to attend information workshops and also in-school training to build development education expertise. DFID aims to boost the number of schools supported from nearly 2,000 currently to 5,000 by March 2012. Schools will be targeted in under-represented areas of UK, including the East Midlands and East of England, and under-represented sectors including schools with a special educational needs focus. The programme also offers support and grants of up to £26,400 per partnership over four years to fund visits between schools and develop joint curriculum projects focused on global development issues. Grants can be used towards costs including travel and accommodation on both sides of the partnership, communications costs, resources for activities and events, and supply cover.

http://www.camb-ed.com/home/Aboutus/NotforprofitFoundation/DGSPStarterGrant/tabid/1354/Default.aspx
Stronger and Safer Communities
It's Your Community Programme to Close 

O2 have announced that It's Your Community scheme will be closing at the end of December 2009. It's Your Community, which is managed by the Conservation Foundation, provides grants of £100 to £1,000 to individuals and groups to improve their local environment. Between now and the end of the programme, O2 are increasing the youth focus of these awards, but will still accept applications for projects that do not involve young people. The type of projects supported in the past included environmental projects such as turning derelict land into an amenity park or wildlife area, tree planting, creating a wildlife pond, renovating neglected river and canal footpaths, providing water butts and recycling facilities in village halls, etc.. 
http://www.itsyourcommunity.co.uk/ApplyForAnAward.aspx
Research and Innovation Grants 

The Nuffield Foundation is inviting applications through its Research and Innovation Grants programme. The Foundation supports charitable and non-profit organisations with creative ideas to identify change or interventions which will have a practical impact for researchers, policy makers, and practitioners. There are currently three grant programmes that support research and innovation for beneficial social change, these are; Law in Social Society - this programme promotes access to, and understanding of, the civil justice system; Children and Families - this programme help to ensure that the legal and institutional framework is best adapted to meet the needs of children and families; and Open Door - this programme is for projects that advance social well being, but lie outside their main programme areas. Grants normally range between £5,000 and £150,000. The next deadline for applications is the 19th March 2010.. 
http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/go/grantprogrammes/page_371.html

Biffawards Flagship Programme 

Biffawards, which awards grants to community and environmental projects through monies raised from landfill tax credits donated by Biffa Waste Services has announced, that it's "Flagship" Programme is to re-open for applications in spring 2010. Through its "Flagship" Programme, Biffawards supports regionally or nationally significant voluntary sector led regeneration or biodiversity projects. Flagship projects involve the community working together with a variety of partner organisations to have a major impact on quality of life and/or the environment. Suitably qualified organisations can apply for grants of between £150,000 - £500,000. Projects must be site-based, within 25 miles of a Biffa operation and ten miles of an active landfill site. The organisation making the application must be eligible to enrol with ENTRUST as an Environmental Body. Previously supported projects include; a grant of £257,529 to Groundwork London to develop a Flagship Playscape project at King Geor ges Fields, Ealing, which aims to break the mould of the risk-averse traditional children's play areas; and the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Northamptonshire & Peterborough who won a Flagship grant of £389,930 towards the Great Fen Project. This project, which demonstrates regional and national significance, with long term benefits for biodiversity and communities, will restore more than 3,000 hectares of wildlife habitat to the Cambridgeshire Fens.. 
http://www.biffaward.org/about/foverview
Funding for Christian Charities Promoting Social Inclusion 

The Anchor Foundation provides grants of between £500 and £10,000 per year to Christian Charities that encourage social inclusion through ministries of healing and the arts. Funding can be awarded for up to three years. The Foundation will consider applications for either capital or revenue funding. Only in exceptional circumstances will grants be given for building work. Previously funded projects include the Karis Neighbour Scheme which received a grant of £700 for revenue costs at a drop in centre for women refugees in Birmingham; Discovery Camps which received a grant of £1500 to subsidise holidays for children arranged by churches in and around Dundee; and Scargill House which received a grant of £5,000 to facilitate cross cultural engagement and understanding amongst children using arts based residential courses in Yorkshire. Applications are considered at twice yearly trustees meetings in April and November and need to be received by 31st January and 31st July each.. 
http://www.theanchorfoundation.org.uk/


Sportsmatch to Re-Open for Applications 

The Sport England Sportsmatch programme has announced that it is to resume its grant making activities in December 2009 for activities that will take place during the 2010/11 financial year. Through the scheme, Sportsmatch offers pound for pound matched funding to investments made by businesses, trusts and individuals into projects that encourage sports participation at grass roots level. From October 2009, Since it started in 1992, Sportsmatch has awarded over £48 million to almost 6,000 projects across the country, and has brought in over £58 million for these projects from the commercial sector. Previous grant recipients include; Devizes School in Wiltshire which obtained a three year sponsorship from a local construction firm which amounted to £10,000 per year. The school matched this with a further £10,000 from Sportsmatch and were able to run an annual multi-sports coaching camp during the school summer holidays. The Children's Kayak Charitable Trust obtained £1,180 i n sponsorship from a local watersports retailer. They matched this with a Sportsmatch award and ran a three year project offering free kayak coaching to children from 12 local schools. Applications can be submitted at any time.. 
http://www.sportengland.org/funding/sportsmatch.aspx
Cracking the Code  

Cracking the Code is a bursary Scheme from the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) to improve governance within Third Sector infrastructure organisations . The scheme offers up to £500 to improve to improve the way that community and voluntary organisation are led and governed. The type of activities that could be funded include; organising a Board Away day; attend training on the latest legal updates or the roles and responsibilities of board members; improving an organisation's recruitment and induction systems; holding a stakeholder forum to improve strategic planning; and or carrying out a governance review. In return for the bursary the NCVO will ask organisations to write a case study and develop a method to share the knowledge and experiences with other in the local area. The deadline for applications is the 31st December 2009.. 
http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/crackingthecode
Comic Relief Grants Programmes Open for Applications 
Comic Relief have announced that their UK grants programme is now open for applications. Applications will be invited from the voluntary and community sector throughout the UK including: 

· Constituted voluntary and community groups

· Charities

· Social enterprises

· Co-operatives

· Faith organisations

· Community interest companies.

Under its UK grant making programme, Comic Relief makes grants that address the following themes:

· Mental health issues
· Domestic and sexual abuse
· Refugee and asylum seeking women
· Young people, in particular those that are sexually exploited and trafficked, that have alcohol and mental health problems
· Project that use sport to support community development
· Older People
· Projects that support local disadvantaged communities.
Comic Relief provides both capital and revenue and can pay for up to 100% of projects costs but they encourage applicants to get some of their funding from other sources. There is no minimum or maximum grant in most of the programmes, but where there are limits, these are clearly stated in the programme guidelines. Grants on average vary between £25,000 and £40,000 per year, and rarely exceed this upper limit. 

The closing dates for applications are the 11th January 2010 and the 21st May 2010.

http://www.comicrelief.com/apply_for_a_grant/uk
Health and Vulnerable People

New Fund Launched for Disabled Artists 
Unlimited is a new £1.5 million UK-wide disability arts commissioning fund being run as part of the London 2012 Cultural Olympiad. The aim of the fund is to commission new work that is artistically led by disabled people. Grants of between £25,000 and £50,000 are available to disabled and Deaf artists, and disabled and Deaf-led arts organisations, who wish to develop their work, strengthen their artistic practice, challenge perceptions and forge new partnerships with presenting venues and events. 

There are three application deadlines for applications. These are the 4th January 2010, the 1st October 2010 and the 18th April 2011.

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/funding/unlimited/
New £2 million Access to Volunteering Pilot Fund Launched 

The Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) has announced the launch of a new £2 million Access to Volunteering Pilot Fund. Organisations in Greater London, the West Midlands and the North West can apply for grants of between £250 and £5,000, which can be used to help overcome barriers that stop disabled people volunteering, such as specific equipment, a lack of suitable access and understanding of disability issues. The fund operates between Autumn 2009 and Spring 2011 over five grant rounds. The first deadline for applications is the 1st December 2009. However, organisations unable to submit an application by this date will have their applications considered in future grant rounds. In addition to supporting disabled volunteers, the pilot will test different ways to apply for funds such as video applications and face-to-face pitches. The grant fund is being managed by a consortium comprising Charities Aid Foundation, RNIB and Digital Public. Additional deadline are the 8th Februa ry 2010, 19th April 2010, 28th June 2010 and the 6th August 2010.. 
http://www.accesstovolunteering.org/home
Funding For Arts Organisations Producing and Presenting Arts Made By Older People  
The Baring Foundation has announced that its Arts Programme is now open for applications. This year, the theme of the Baring Foundation’s Arts Programme is to support arts organisations in the UK already producing and presenting arts made by older people. In particular, the Baring Foundation wants to support arts organisations which specialise in or have a very strong record of practice in enabling older people to: 

· Participate in a creative capacity, not simply as observers or audience members 

· Participate in arts activities which seek to foster intergenerational understanding and co-operation 

· Have a genuine voice in relation to the choices offered by arts organisations and other agencies. 

To be eligible for funding applicants need to be a constituted not for profit organisation with an annual income of at least £50,000 and have already undertaken high quality work led by or involving older people. The level of funding available will depend on the annual income of the applicant. Please see the Baring Foundation for details. 

The closing date for applications is the 11th December 2009.

http://www.baringfoundation.org.uk/program.htm
Funding to Support Homeless Charities 
StreetSmart, which launches a fundraising campaign towards the end of each year, to support homeless charities has announced that charities wishing to apply for funding should submit their application during December. The main objective of Streetsmart is aimed at helping the homeless to make a better life for themselves, focussing on mental and physical health, employability and sustainable independent living. Grants are given to those who support people through the crucial stages in their progress from vagrant to valued community member. StreetSmart supports a wide range of homeless organisations that operate within the cities in which the campaign runs. Charities can apply for funding of between £500 and £15,000, depending on the project/service to be funded. There is no formal application process, but charities should outline the aims and achievements of the organisation, and explain in detail the specific area of their work in need of financial support.

http://www.streetsmart.org.uk/apply-for-funding.php
Economic Development
UnLtd Announces Level 2 Funding Round to Support Social Entrepreneurs 

UnLtd, the national charity that supports social entrepreneurs, has announced that the spring 2010 UnLtd Millennium Awards (Level 2) competition is open for applications. UnLtd's Millennium Awards provide practical and financial support to social entrepreneurs in the UK to develop their ideas and projects. Level 2 Awards provides grants of up to £15,000 to support people whose ideas are already developed or pay for the living expenses of Award Winners to help them devote more time to their projects. In addition, UnLtd also provides grants of between £500 and £5,000 through its Level 1 Awards. The aim of Level 1 awards provide grants of between £500 and £5,000 to develop new ideas into real projects. UnLtd gives out 1,000 Level 1 Awards each year across the UK. Level 1 Awards are aimed at individuals or informal groups of people who have an idea and want help getting it off the ground. The money is to help with the running costs of the project. Applications for Level 1 Awards can be submitted at any time. The deadline for submitting an initial Expression of Interest form for level 2 Awards is the 22nd March 2010.  
http://www.unltd.org.uk/template.php?ID=1&PageName=whatareunltdawards
European Funding Opportunities
Funding to Promote European Partnerships between Schools 
The European Commission has announced that its Comenius Programme is now open for applications. Comenius is part of the EU’s Lifelong Learning Programme and is aimed at schools, colleges and local authorities across Europe. The aim of the programme is to develop knowledge and understanding among young people and education staff of the diversity of European cultures and languages, and the value of this diversity and to help young people to acquire basic life skills and competences for their personal development, for future employment and for active European citizenship. Grants are available for: 

· projects that bring together pupils, teachers and other staff collaborating with partner schools and colleges in Europe 

· professional development of education staff in another European country 

· trainee teacher placements in schools and colleges across Europe 

· Local Authorities across Europe working together 

· partnership meetings 

· large scale partnerships and networks to develop staff competencies and to exchange experience and best practice. 

The closing date for the various elements of the Comenius programme are the 15th January 2010 for in-service training; the 29th January 2009 for trainee teacher placements; and the 19th February 2010 for partnership activities.

http://www.britishcouncil.org/comenius-how-to-apply.htm
AND A FINAL REMINDER

 We are able to assist with all aspects of your requirements regarding external funding. Therefore if you are considering an application for any type of external funding could you in the first instance please complete the WP Advance Notice Form, which is included with this bulletin, with details of your ideas. It is not a condition of any external funder that you consult with any third party before submitting an application.  However, if you do complete the form it will help us to help you. 
Mike Gaffney – Capacity Building Manager  01922 652479
E-mail: gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk. 
