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WEEKLY FUNDING BULLETIN

    4th December 2009
We hope that Walsall organisations continue to find opportunities outlined in the funding bulletin helpful in their search for funding for their respective organisation. We are here to assist in all aspects of the funding process – from identifying possible funding sources to actual assistance with the application processes. We look forward to hearing from you. Contact details are at the end of the bulletin Please note that in this week’s edition there are details of the next closing dates for some of the Comic Relief Programmes.
National Lottery

Sport England Announces Active Women Themed Funding Round 
As part of its strategy to support projects that address current gaps in sporting participation, Sport England has announced that that it is has launch an Active Women Themed funding round. Through this funding round a total of £10 million is available to support projects that address the specific barriers to participation in sport faced 

· Women in disadvantaged communities (the 20% most deprived lower super output areas in the country) 

· Women caring for children under 16. 

 To obtain funding, projects need to demonstrate how they will increase the number of women playing sport from either one or both of these groups. Sport England has a target of getting one million people playing more sport. Funded projects will contribute to the delivery of this target. Not only do applications have to demonstrate how they will remove existing barriers in order that more women from the two target groups can take part in sport, they must also look at how they can allow those women to take part in sport more often. For further details please visit the website
http://www.sportengland.org/funding/active_women.aspx
Young People
The Royal Society - Partnership Grants 
The Royal Society has announced that the next funding round under its Partnership Grants Scheme will re-open for applications in spring 2010. Under its Partnership Grants Scheme, the Royal Society provides grants of up to £3,000 to support teachers; scientists and engineers help develop science projects that make the teaching of science more interesting within primary and secondary schools. The aim of the Partnership grants scheme is to form partnerships between schools and scientists / engineers to allow teachers to increase their scientific knowledge. The scheme also gives scientists and engineers the chance to develop their communication skills and engage with enquiring young minds. Any UK primary or secondary school teacher or practising scientist/engineer can apply as long as the students involved in the project are between 5 and 18. Examples of previously funded projects include; St Michael on the Mount Primary School received a grant of £2,050 to help pupils to learn about the human body by constructing a 15 foot skeleton. Working with engineers from Airbus UK, every class constructed a working model of their particular body part, giving the pupils the opportunity to apply some of the scientific principles they had discovered.

http://royalsociety.org/Partnership/
Stronger and Safer Communities
Comic Relief- Updated Information 

In last week’s bulletin we announced that Comic Relief ‘s U.K grants programme was open for applications. Comic Relief makes grants that address the following themes –

· Mental health issues
· Domestic and sexual abuse
· Refugee and asylum seeking women
· Young people, in particular those that are sexually exploited and trafficked, that have alcohol and mental health problems
· Project that use sport to support community development
· Older People
· Projects that support local disadvantaged communities.
Please click on the above themes to obtain details of each programme .WE WOULD URGE ALL WALSALL ORGANISATIONS WHO ARE INVOVED IN ANY OF THE ABOVE THEMES TO DETEMINE IF THEY ARE POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE ORGANISATIONS. However please note the next closing dates for some of these themes are as follows:

· Refugee and asylum seeking women- 11th January 2010

· Sexually exploited and trafficked young people – 11TH January 2010

· Young People with Mental Health Problems – 11th January 2010

· Young People –Alcohol – 11th January 2010

· Older People – Letters of interest required by 11th January 2010

The main Comic Relief website is www.comicrelief.com If Walsall organisations require any assistance with applications to any of the above grant themes please contact Mike Gaffney on 01922 652479 or e-mail gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk 
The War Memorial Trust 
The War Memorials Trust is open to applications for the protection and conservation of war memorials in the UK. The Trust currently runs three different grant schemes, which provide support to projects that aim to repair, conserve and preserve the war memorials in their existing form as well as reinstate the memorial in its original design. The Trust only offers grants to projects that relate to existing war memorials and not for the creation of new war memorials or projects for which work has already started and/or is completed. Graves of any type are not eligible for support under any of the schemes. The grant scheme you will need to apply for will depend on where in the UK the memorial is located and whether it is freestanding or not and what work needs doing. For further information on what scheme is the most appropriate to apply for please contact the Conservation Officer on 020 7233 7356 or email conservation@warmemorials.org
http://www.warmemorials.org.uk/
 Hilden Charitable Fund  

The Hilden Charitable Fund has announced that the next deadline for submitting applications is the 29th January 2010. Within the UK, the Hilden Charitable Fund makes grants to projects that address disadvantages, notably by supporting causes which are less likely to raise funds from public subscriptions. In particular, the Fund wants to support projects that address homelessness; asylum seekers and refugees; community based initiatives for disadvantaged young people; and penal affairs. 

Previous projects supported have included the provision of day services for homeless people, drop in and outreach services for male and female sex workers; the provision of legal and welfare services to asylum seekers and refuges; and  the provision of courses preparing prison inmates for release; etc. 

Preference is given to supporting small community organisations with an income of less than £200,000 per year. During 2009 the average grant given was £5,000.

http://www.hildencharitablefund.org.uk/
Capacitybuilders Re-opens its Capital Investment Programme 
Capacitybuiders,the national organisation which works to ensure that third sector organisations in England are able to access high quality advice and support, has announced that community and voluntary organisation can now apply for funding through the Capital Investment Programme. The Capital Investment Programme was originally launched in 2008 to support improvements and development of local third sector resources centres. Through the programme community and voluntary organisations can apply for grants of up to £30,000 for smaller-scale improvements to existing centres to offer shared facilities. This can include improvements for example to provide additional meeting, office or storage space, better IT, telephony or access to resources (such as a common library). Previous projects supported under this fund include; The Volunteer Centre in Broxtowe, which received a grant of £14,927 to upgrade its ICT facilities to provide improved services to local third sector organisations; and Voluntary Action East Lindsey, which received a grant of £30,000 for a new print and design shop that operates for the benefit of the local local community. The deadline for applications is the 24th December 2009. However, priority will be given to applications received by the 14th December 2009.

http://www.capacitybuilders.org.uk/programmes/our-programmes/capital-investment-programme
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation - Food Strand 
The aim of the Food strand is a £3 million funding strand over three years (2008 - 2011) with the aim of promoting an understanding of the role of food in enhancing quality of life. It will prioritise the enjoyment and experience of food rather than its production and we seek to enable as many people in the UK as possible to access, prepare and eat nutritious, sustainable food. The Foundation is interested in work that influences policy and practice across a range of food-related areas. The Foundation expect to support a mix of practical projects that have wide significance, and some research and policy based work. Applications can be submitted at any time.

http://www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk/funding/food.html
Tudor Trust Grants Programme 
The Tudor Trust, one of the largest independent grant making trusts in the UK has announced new funding guidelines for the period 2009 – 11. Under the new guidelines, the Trust will continue to make grants across their established funding areas. These are; youth, older people, community, relationships, housing, mental health, substance misuse, learning, financial security and criminal justice. The Trust will also be open to hearing about work in areas the Trust has not funded before. The Trust makes grants in the region of £19 million per year and aims to support smaller community, voluntary and charitable organisations and is looking to make around 350 projects per year for up to three years. Grants can take the form of core funding (including salaries and running costs), development funding, project grants or capital grants for buildings or equipment. 

There is no maximum or minimum grant amount that an organisation can apply for.  Applications can be submitted at any time.

http://tudortrust.org.uk/HowTudorfunds/tabid/66/Default.aspx
The Colwinston Charitable Trust 

The Colwinston charitable Trust was established in 1995 and distributes grants to UK registered charitable organisations working predominantly in the areas of Opera, Classical Music and the Visual Arts. They offer grants of between £5,000 and £25,000 to enable organisations achieve higher standards of performance and/or presentation. The trust will give priority to high quality projects, and projects that help people to better appreciate the possibilities the arts can offer, especially in Wales. There are two application deadlines every year; the 30th September and the 28th February.... 
http://www.colwinston.org.uk/index.htm
Biffaward Small Grants Programme Now Open 

Biffaward, one of the largest landfill communities fund scheme has announced that they are now accepting applications through their small grants programme, for projects that enable communities to improve local amenities and to conserve wildlife. Grants are of between £250 and £5,000, but projects must not cost more than £10,000 in total. To be eligible projects must be site-based within ten miles of a Biffa operation and 10 miles of an active landfill. Biffaward seeks to support access and improvements to amenities such as furnishing community buildings; cycle paths; recreational facilities; playground equipment; park improvements; access improvements to nature reserves. They will not fund equipment or running costs. Some projects that have benefited from Biffawards small grants in the past are: Evigton village green, on the outskirts of Leicester; and Avon Wildlife Trust to make improvements to Willsbridge Valley Local Nature Reserve in Bristol. Applications can be submitted at any time.... 
http://www.biffaward.org/about/soverview
Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust Grants Making Programme 

The Austin and Hope Pilkington Trust awards grants to charitable organisations in the United Kingdom and overseas. The trustees welcome applications for projects within the following areas for the next three years. These categories are then repeated in a three-year rotation: 2010 Children, Youth, The Elderly, Medical. For this year only Medical Research projects dealing with the ageing population will be considered. The other priorities - Children, Youth and the Elderly - as well as other non-research based medical work are still welcome; 2011 Music and the Arts, Overseas (Deadline for applications 1st June & 1st Nov 2011); 2012 Community (Deadline for applications 1st June & 1st Nov 2012). Due to the overwhelming number of applications received, the trustees have decided to consider within the Community category applications ONLY from charities working with: Homeless; Addiction; Asylum and Refugees; Sexual and Domestic Abuse; Prisoners and ex-Offenders). If your charity's wo rk falls within one of these categories and would like to be considered for a grant, please submit an application by 1st June or 1st November only in the appropriate year. Grants are usually between £1,000 and £10,000, with the majority being £5,000 or less. Exceptionally, grants of up to £20,000 are made, but these are usually for medical research projects. Previous grants awarded include a grant of £5,000 towards a resource centre providing advice and training for workers dealing with mental health in rural areas and £5,000 towards a project aimed at behavioural programme for persistent young offenders.. 
http://www.austin-hope-pilkington.org.uk/
Precendent Charity Give-Away Competition 
Precedent, one of the UK's leading creative communications agencies are giving all charities in the UK the opportunity to enter their Precedent Charity give-away competition. The prize consists on a bespoke Precedent website worth over £30,000, including the creation of a digital strategy, web training on writing for the web, search engine optimisation and digital marketing and much more. Precedent will also support the winning charity by helping out with some fundraising and campaign support. In addition to this, Media Trust, the UK leading communications charity have donated a bursary place, which will include a free place on one of their excellent new media training courses, and will make a huge difference to any charity's campaigning and fundraising activities for each of the 5 runners up. All charities are asked to do is; leave a clip, no longer than 3 minutes, via YouTube stating why they should win and what difference having a Precedent website and digital strategy would make to the charity. The closing date for the competition is the 10th January 2010.

http://www.precedent.co.uk/
Health and Vulnerable People
 Winter Celebration Grants 2009 
Age Concern are inviting voluntary and charitable clubs for older people with a turnover of less than £50,000 per annum and whose charitable objectives are similar to those of Age UK to apply for up to £500 towards the cost of winter celebrations, outings, or one off events such as theatre trips, day outings, parties, and dinners. Application forms and guidelines can be downloaded from the Age Concern website. The applications deadline is the 11th December 2009.

http://www.ageconcern.org.uk/AgeConcern/08D1C0F9EA804291B35B0DAE63BA5134.asp
 National Home Safety Equipment Scheme 
The main focus of this new scheme is to provide home safety equipment to the most disadvantaged families in areas with the highest accident rates. 'Safe at Home' will be run by The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) until March 2011. RoSPA aims to work with existing and new local Home Safety Equipment Schemes in the areas with the highest accident rates. This support will take the form of information, training and the provision and fitting of home safety equipment. One of the long term objectives of Safe At Home is to promote understanding of the importance of home safety and to build the capacity of local communities to run their own schemes providing equipment and advice to families.

For further information and how to participate in the scheme please contact the Safe At Home team for further information or email: nhses@rospa.com
http://www.safeathome.rospa.com/index.htm
European Funding Opportunities
Training and Education Call for Proposals Welcomes SME Participation 
The EU’s Lifelong Learning Programme has published its 2010 call for proposals. As part of its remit to offer training and education opportunities to people at all stages of their lives, the programme aims to enlist the support of enterprises such as SMEs. One way SMEs can get involved in this latest call is through Erasmus, a lifelong learning sub-programme, which covers higher-level education and training. ERASMUS wants to receive project bids that focus on supporting activities that bring together higher education institutions and partners from outside academia, such as SMEs and professional bodies like chambers of commerce. A key priority is to support projects that strengthen the link between educational studies and future skills and employment needs. The objective is to promote business input into course design, which will help to ensure that training and education programmes are better tailored to match the needs of the economy. Through Erasmus, the Commission also wants to develop educational services that will upgrade the knowledge and skills of employees – such as language courses to improve competitiveness. The Leonardo da Vinci lifelong learning sub-programme supports initial and continuing vocational education and training. This call provides a special focus to encourage the participation of enterprises, including SMEs, and social partner organisations across all Leonardo actions. SME involvement in Leonardo’s training and learning mobility initiatives is particularly welcome.Call deadlines vary depending on which part of the Lifelong Learning Programme submissions relate to, though most expire in February and March 2010.

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemlongdetail.cfm?item_id=3845
AND A FINAL REMINDER

 We are able to assist with all aspects of your requirements regarding external funding. Therefore if you are considering an application for any type of external funding could you in the first instance please complete the WP Advance Notice Form, which is included with this bulletin, with details of your ideas. It is not a condition of any external funder that you consult with any third party before submitting an application.  However, if you do complete the form it will help us to help you. 
Mike Gaffney – Capacity Building Manager  01922 652479
E-mail: gaffneym@walsall.gov.uk. 
